
Press release: 

A Chinese man is searching for his dead brother's body   

at the Body The Exhibition in Prague 

 

PRAGUE – July 13, 2017, Huang Wanqing, a Chinese man living in America, filed a criminal 

complaint to the Czech Police, in which he is asking for help, trying to find his missing brother. 

Mr. Huang thinks that the body of his brother might be at the Prague's exhibit Body The 

Exhibition. 

 

Huang Wanqing's brother, Huang Xiong, had been persecuted in China due to his religious 

belief. First, he was put into labor camp. After his release, he was monitored, and because he was 

worried that he and his family could be further persecuted, he left home. Huang Wanqing had last 

contact with his brother in 2003, when his brother called him from Shanghai. Then his brother 

went missing. However, a police officer from Shanghai stated in a telephone conversation with 

independent investigators that he knew Huang Xiongs' whereabouts but can't tell any information 

regarding his case. Because Huang Xiong was previously persecuted in a way that stripped him 

of his basic human rights, his brother believes that he might have been killed in Chinese prison. 

 

“Body” exhibitions have long raised doubts due to the undocumented source of the bodies and 

nonexistent consents of the dead people with their posthumous display. 

Tom Zaller, director of the American company Imagine Exhibitions, from which were the 

bodies of the exhibition in Prague rented, said that he cooperated with a doctor in China, who 

gathers unidentified bodies and puts them on display. Since Huang Wanqing’s brother used an alias 

to cover up his identity to avoid further persecution of himself and his family, it is possible that his 

body may have been used as one of the „non-identified“ Chinese bodies on the exhibition in Prague.  

 

“I have heard about Bodies exhibitions for a long time, and I have also heard that among the 

exhibited bodies, there are Falun Gong practitioners’ remains [Falun Gong is a Chinese meditative 

exercise, persecuted in China since 1999. It’s practitioners are being arrested and tortured in 

China]. I hope that the Czech police can investigate whether my younger brother, Huang Xiong, is 

among them. In order to uncover the truth behind my brother’s disappearance 14 years ago, I will 

never give up, even if there is only a glimmer of hope”, says Huang Wanqing. In the criminal 

complaint he is asking that the police is allowed to confiscate all the bodies and their parts from 

Body The Exhibition for tests of DNA, or other forensic methods, for the purpose of ascertaining 

the identities of the deceased. 

 

Mr. Huang requested help from the Czech organization Human Rights Without Borders, which 

has long monitored the situation of human rights in China, as well as the background of similar 

body exhibitions. “We are glad we could help Mr. Huang to search for the body of his brother on 

the exhibition. There are many people who lost their relatives due to the persecution in China. And 

now, these people have to look at exhibitions of plastinated bodies touring the world where the 

members of their families may be on display,” said Pavel Porubiak, project director of Human 

Rights Without Borders.  

 
Independent research about the situation of Falun Gong in China was done for example by non-profit 

organization Freedom House: https://freedomhouse.org/report/china-religious-freedom/falun-gong 

https://freedomhouse.org/report/china-religious-freedom/falun-gong

